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I The FDI in Jordan Grew by 2%

The foreign direct investment in Jordan grew by 2% last year, with
an investment volume of about 497 million dinars, according to
central bank estimates.

The Acting Chairman of Jordan Investment Commission, Faridon
Hartouqa, explained that "the volume of investment projects
benefiting from the Investment Commission Law in Jordan increased
during the year 2020 by 26.4%, compared to the same period in
2019, where the number of projects benefiting from the Investment
Law during the past year reached 376 investment projects, with a
total value of 618.4 million dinars, and an expected employment
volume of about 24,000 jobs.”
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Hartouqa pointed out that "the international indicators showed an
improvement in the investment environment in the Kingdom, as
Jordan was classified in the "Ease of Doing Business 2020" report
issued by the World Bank Group as one of the 10 most reformed
countries in the world." He pointed out that "Jordan's inclusion
among the top three countries in the world has improved in the ease
of doing business, in addition to its progression of nine positions
in the Global Competitiveness Book for the year 2021, issued by
the International Institute for Management Development, achieving
49th and fourth in the Arab world compared to the rest of the world."
Source (Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
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Bl Growth of Qatar's Trade Balance Surplus

Qatar's merchandise trade balance surplus jumped by 211.4
percent in May on an annual basis, and recorded a monthly
increase of 29.9 percent compared to April of this year.
According to Qatar Planning and Statistics Authority, the trade
balance surplus in May amounted to 16.6 billion riyals ($4.54
billion), an increase of 11.3 billion riyals over the same month
last year, and about 3.8 billion riyals from April of this year.
The value of the total Qatari exports rose to about 24.9 billion
riyals, an increase of 87.8 percent on an annual basis and 18.9
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B Kuwait's Trade Balance Declined by 6.89%

The value of the trade surplus of the State of Kuwait
decreased by 6.89 percent during the first quarter of this
year on an annual basis, according to the bulletin issued by
the Central Administration of Statistics.

Kuwait recorded a surplus of its trade balance in the first
three months of this year at 1.62 billion dinars (5.39 billion
dollars), compared to 1.74 billion dinars (5.79 billion
dollars), a surplus during the same period of 2020. The
surplus was affected by the growth of Kuwait’s imports
in the first quarter of 2021 by 9.78 percent at 2.47 billion
dinars, knowing that it was 2.25 billion dinars during the
corresponding quarter of the previous year.
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percent on a monthly basis. On the other hand, the value of
merchandise imports rose to about 8.3 billion riyals, an increase
of 4.7 percent on an annual basis and 1.7 percent on a monthly
basis.

China topped the countries of destination for Qatar's exports,
followed by Japan, then South Korea, while China also topped
the countries of origin for Qatar's imports during May, followed
by the United States, then Germany.

Source (The New Arab Newspaper, Edited)
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China came at the forefront of the countries from which
Kuwait imported with a value of 422.20 million dinars,
followed by the United Arab Emirates with 329.93 million
dinars, and the United States of America with 205.75
million dinars. Regarding Kuwait’s exports, it amounted
to 3.76 billion dinars, compared to 3.61 billion dinars in
the first quarter of 2020, with an annual growth of 4.16
percent.

The UAE topped the list in importing Kuwaiti non-oil
products, followed by Saudi Arabia in second place, and
then India in third place.

Source (Al-Rai Newspaper-Kuwait, Edited)



